Parliamentary Questions on DNA (forensics)

November 2006
------------------

Lord Campbell-Savours asked Her Majesty's Government:

In how many cases concerning rape referred by the Criminal Cases Review Commission to the Court of Appeal for review DNA has been taken or taken and retained relating to the accuser. [HL255]

Baroness Scotland of Asthal: I understand that the Criminal Cases Review Commission is unaware that it has dealt with any cases where DNA samples have been obtained from the alleged rape victim as partof the commission's investigation. A sample may, however, have been taken by the original investigators for elimination purposes.

30 Nov 2006 : Column WA77
------------------

DNA Database

Lynne Featherstone: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if he will break down by police force and ethnic origin the number of those who have a DNA profile on the National DNA Database. [100661]

Joan Ryan: The information requested will be placed in the Library.

Lynne Featherstone: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether a record is kept on the National DNA Database of the initial offence for which a person whose details are on the database was arrested. [100683]

Joan Ryan: The National DNA Database (NDNAD) does not hold any information regarding the type of offence for which a person is arrested and their DNA sample taken. The NDNAD only holds demographic details such as a person’s name, sex, date of birth, ethnic appearance, the sampling force details, the kit barcode number and the arrest summons number. The offence details will be recorded on the Police National Computer (PNC).

Lynne Featherstone: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how much funding the National DNA database has received from the Government in each of the last five years. [101007]

Joan Ryan: I refer the hon. Member to the reply given to my hon. Friend the Member for Norwich, North (Dr. Gibson) today (PQ 101221).


28 Nov 2006 : Column 646W


Lynne Featherstone: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people have their DNA profile stored on the National DNA Database; and what proportion of these people are from each ethnic minority background. [101189]

Joan Ryan: The information requested is shown in the table which gives a breakdown of the number of Subject Sample DNA Profiles on the National DNA Database by ethnic appearance for all forces.

Number of subject sample DNA Profiles on the National DNA Database for all forces—by ethnic appearance of subject

Ethnic appearance
Total subject profile count
Individuals count using 11 per cent. replication rate
Percentage breakdown

Unknown
443,633
394,833
10.44

Afro-Caribbean
302,225
268,980
7.11

Arab
27,681
24,636
0.65

Asian
197,122
175439
4.64

Dark Skinned European
75,967
67,611
1.79

Oriental
20,838
18,546
0.49

White Skinned European
3,183,272
2833112
74.89

Total subject profile count for all forces
4,250,738
3,783,157
—

Notes:
1. The data covers forces in England and Wales, Scottish forces, the Police Service for Northern Ireland, Guernsey, Jersey, the Ministry of Defence Police etc.
2. The figures given in column 2 are the number of DNA subject sample profiles held on the Database as at 20 November 2006. This is due to samples being taken from some individuals on more than one occasion (i.e. due to replicate sampling). It is estimated that the current level of replication is about 11 per cent.
3. The figures given in column 3 are the estimated number of individuals on the National DNA Database.
4. It should be noted that no data on ethnic appearance is recorded for approx 10 per cent. of samples.





--------------------

28 Nov 2006 : Column 646W—continued

Dr. Gibson: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many misclassifications have resulted from the use of the DNA database. [101217]

Joan Ryan: There are no false or inaccurate records on the National DNA Database (NDNAD) that we are aware of. The NDNAD's Supplier Accreditation section carries out continuous quality monitoring of forensic suppliers. Data may become available which indicates that a DNA profile is incorrect but attributed to the right person (i.e. there has been an error in deriving the profile number stored on the NDNAD from the biological sample); or that a DNA profile is correct but attributed to the wrong person (i.e. the samples and personal details have somehow been switched). If we have reason to believe there is inaccuracy in any record, that record is suspended on the Database pending an investigation—the outcome of which is that the record may be reinstated unchanged, or amended, or deleted.

Dr. Gibson: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the cost of maintaining the DNA database has been in each year of its operation. [101221]


28 Nov 2006 : Column 647W
Mr. McNulty: The following table gives the costs, over the years 2002-03 to 2005-06, for the two key areas of National DNA Database (NDNAD) activity: NDNAD Services and Supplier Accreditation. NDNAD Services activity is concerned with the day to day operation of the NDNAD, for example loading DNA profiles, delivery of match reports, and handling of inquiries (principally from police forces and forensic suppliers). The costs also include maintenance of the NDNAD IT system as well as business support, including accommodation. Supplier Accreditation activity is concerned with the accreditation of the forensic supplier laboratories that analyse police DNA submissions, and thus supply DNA profiles to the NDNAD.

This accreditation involves scrutinising prospective new suppliers to the Database as well as continuous quality monitoring of existing suppliers. Data is not available for years before 2002-03, as in the past the costs of the NDNAD were tightly bound in with other costs incurred by the Forensic Science Service. The process of clearly drawing out these costs was fully resolved as part of the process of separating the NDNAD custodian from the FSS, which was completed in December 2005, when the FSS was vested as a Government owned company and the NDNAD transferred from the FSS to the Home Office. These figures do not include payments made to police forces under the DNA expansion programme which ran from 2000 to 2005, to enable them to retrieve more samples from scenes of crime and to take samples from more individuals.


2002-03
2003-04
2004-05
2005-06

NDNAD Services costs
774,304
904,385
1,276,823
1,245,151

Supplier Accreditation costs
320,507
388,047
433,828
459,192

Total
1,094,811
1,292,432
1,710,651
1,704,343

----------------------

DNA Database

Dr. Gibson: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the cost of maintaining the DNA database has been in each year of its operation. [99990]

Joan Ryan: It has not proved possible to respond to the hon. Member in the time available before Prorogation.

Dr. Gibson: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many misclassifications have resulted from the use of the DNA database. [99991]

Joan Ryan: It has not proved possible to respond to the hon. Member in the time available before Prorogation.

David Davis: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what percentage of people on the DNA database have been convicted of a crime. [100153]

John Reid [holding answer 7 November 2006]: It has not proved possible to respond to the right hon. Member in the time available before Prorogation.

David Davis: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people who had not been convicted of a criminal offence at the time their records were placed on the DNA database were subsequently convicted of a crime. [100154]

John Reid: [holding answer 7 November 2006]: It has not proved possible to respond to the right hon. Member in the time available before Prorogation.

David Davis: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people who have not been convicted of a criminal offence have had their records placed on the DNA database, broken down by police force. [100155]

John Reid [holding answer 7 November 2006]: It has not proved possible to respond to the right hon. Member in the time available before Prorogation.


8 Nov 2006 : Column 1667W


David Davis: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many criminals convicted before the creation of the DNA database had given a DNA sample to police. [100156]

John Reid [holding answer 7 November 2006]: It has not proved possible to respond to the right hon. Member in the time available before Prorogation.

8 Nov 2006 : Column 1667W—continued

David Davis: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people’s records were on the DNA database on 1 November 2006, broken down by police force. [100157]

John Reid [holding answer 7 November 2006]: It has not proved possible to respond to the right hon. Member in the time available before Prorogation.

Bob Spink: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many (a) males and (b) females aged (i) under 14, (ii) 15 to 24, (iii) 25 to 34, (iv) 35 to 44, (v) 45 to 54, (vi) 55 to 64 and (vii) over 65 years in each of the ethnic appearance categories were registered on the National DNA Database in each period for which figures are available. [100362]

Joan Ryan: It has not proved possible to respond to the hon. Member in the time available before Prorogation.

Bob Spink: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people registered on the National DNA Database were subsequently (a) convicted, (b) charged but not convicted and (c) not convicted in relation to the events leading to the DNA sample being taken, broken down by (i) sex, (ii) age group and (iii) ethnicity category. [100394]

Joan Ryan: It has not proved possible to respond to the hon. Member in the time available before Prorogation.

---------------------------------------------------------------

7 Nov 2006 : Column 1358W—continued

DNA Expansion Plan

Mr. Clegg: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if he will place a copy of the DNA Expansion Plan in the Library of the House. [99372]

John Reid: The DNA Expansion Programme 2000-05: Reporting Achievement was published on 4 January 2006, as the House was in recess, copies of the report were placed in both House Libraries on 9 January 2006.

