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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DNA Database

Mr. Clegg: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many DNA profiles are held of individuals who are (a) under 16, (b) 16 to 18, (c) 19 to 21 and (d) over 21 years, broken down by police force area. [86528]

John Reid: The information requested for the police forces in England and Wales is shown in the following table. The figures given are the number of DNA subject sample profiles held on the National DNA Database as at 18 July 2006 and not the number of individuals. Some individuals may have more than one profile on the Database due to replicate sampling. It is estimated that the current level of replication on the Database is about 10 per cent.


4 Sep 2006 : Column 1790W
Number of DNA subject profiles on the National DNA Database





Force
Under 16s
16-18
19 to 21
Over 21 years

Avon and Somerset
2,272
3,202
5,088
61,488

Bedfordshire
1,349
1,791
2,464
28,342

British Transport
946
1,813
2,779
24,577

Cambridgeshire
1,740
2,194
3,134
31,294

Cheshire
2,411
3,083
4,530
50,256

City of London police
44
144
,370
17,963

Cleveland
1,858
2,114
3,290
31,055

Cumbria
1,656
1,939
2,603
27,887

Derbyshire
3,082
3,342
4,531
52,703

Devon and Cornwall
3,186
4,202
6,006
68,133

Dorset
1,525
2,128
3,078
30,732

Durham
2,162
2,368
3,113
32,278

Dyfed- Powys
1,422
1,721
2,717
32,986

Essex
4,698
5,658
7,363
72,940

Gloucestershire
1,443
1,725
2,489
28,379

Greater Manchester police
9,801
11,338
14,895
151,884

Gwent
1,441
1,982
3,195
33,966

Hampshire
4,992
6,355
8,798
88,570

Hertfordshire
2,540
3,349
4,659
44,863

Humberside
2,502
2,971
4,446
54,490

Kent
5,175
6,265
8,619
87,488

Lancashire
4,205
5,528
8,435
87,652

Leicestershire
2,152
2,762
3,660
42,632

Lincolnshire
1,441
1,738
2,708
28,635

Merseyside
2,657
4,111
6,996
82,147

Metropolitan Police
13,174
24,179
38,631
502,917

Norfolk
1,593
2,097
3,255
43,580

North Yorkshire
1,687
2,283
3,363
34,124

Northamptonshire
792
1,124
1,950
29,562

Northumbria
7,125
7,532
10,409
101,520

Nottingham
3,327
4,034
5,496
62,791

North Wales
1,577
2,341
3,521
37,849

South Wales Constabulary
2,792
4,114
6,923
79,181

South Yorkshire
4,100
4,899
6,956
73,392

Staffordshire
2,889
3,893
5,647
60,282

Suffolk
1,879
2,296
3,023
27,732

Surrey
1,745
2,365
3,777
36,687

Sussex
3,684
4,777
6,186
67,838

Thames Valley
4,005
5,063
7,437
89,546

Warwickshire police
1,030
1,283
1,824
18,175

West Mercia
2,517
3,324
4,543
46,626

West Midlands
8,863
11,209
16,074
182,009

West Yorkshire
8,886
9,220
11,988
129,685

Wiltshire
1, 612
2,254
3,016
32,048

Total Number. of profiles
139,977
182,110
263,985
2,948,884

Grand Total
3,534,956










Number of individuals (no of profiles x0..9)
125,979
163,899
237,587
2,653,996

Grand Total
3,181,460




----------------------------

24 July 2006 : Column 1139W

DNA Database

Mr. Clegg: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, pursuant to the answer to the hon. Member for Hornsey and Wood Green (Lynne Featherstone), of 5 June 2006, Official Report, columns 293-4W, on the DNA database, if he will break the figures down by country making the request. [86494]

Joan Ryan: The majority of requests for the exchange of DNA information between the United Kingdom and other countries are routed through the United Kingdom National Central Bureau for Interpol (UK NCB) based at the Serious Organised Crime Agency (SOCA). Other channels may include bi-lateral direct liaison between law enforcement authorities; and formal mutual legal assistance channels. Exchanges of DNA information via these channels will almost always be a response to the needs of a specific criminal investigation.

Requests from international law enforcement agencies for a search of the National DNA Database are only processed where it is clear that the request is in the interest of prevention and detection of crime, national security or the data subject. They are also subject to a risk assessment, taking into account the justification for and proportionality of disclosure of the information in line with human rights. If cleared for processing, a one-off speculative search of the Database is made by the Custodian and information fed back to UK NCB.

The UK NCB is not currently able to provide data on the number of requests received from other 
24 July 2006 : Column 1140W
countries but only on the number of requests processed and dealt with by the Database Custodian. As indicated in the answer of 5 June, 519 search requests have been dealt with by the Database Custodian since 2004 and responses provided back to UK NCB in each case (this includes searches of the UK DNA Database at the request of other countries as well as preparing profiles in order for UK law enforcement agencies to request searches overseas).

Data on the countries to which DNA profiles have been sent in pursuit of specific criminal investigations could only be provided at disproportionate cost as the majority of the data are not currently held electronically. This information will be available later this year following the introduction of a new data collection system (this will not apply to retrospective data).

Data are not collected on the number of exchanges of DNA information which occur through direct liaison between law enforcement authorities or formal mutual legal assistance channels.

Mr. Clegg: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the answer of 2 May 2006, Official Report, column 1409W, on the DNA database, if he will place in the Library the data on use of DNA for crime detection in 2005-06. [86496]

Joan Ryan: Data provided to the Home Office by police forces indicates that there were 20,349 direct DNA detections in 2005-06 i.e. there were 20,349 crimes detected in which a DNA match report was available. In addition, a further 19,960 crimes were detected in 2005-06 as a result of further investigations linked to the original case in which DNA was recovered. This gives a total of 40,309 detections in 2005-06 arising directly or indirectly from the DNA match, compared with 35,605 detections in 2004-05.

24 July 2006 : Column 1141W
---------------------

DNA Database

Lynne Featherstone: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the answer of 5 June 2006, Official Report, column 281W, on the National DNA Database, (1) if he will break down by country the number of requests made; [80870]

(2) how many of the requests were complied with; [80871]

(3) on what basis such information is provided; and if he will make a statement; [80872]

(4) for what reasons such requests have been (a) made and (b) granted; and what criteria are used to decide whether to grant such a request. [84088]

Joan Ryan [holding answer 28 June 2006]: The majority of requests for the exchange of DNA information between the United Kingdom and other countries are routed 
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through the United Kingdom National Central Bureau for Interpol (UK NCB) based at the Serious Organised Crime Agency (SOCA). Other channels may include bi-lateral direct liaison between law enforcement authorities: and formal mutual legal assistance channels. Exchanges of DMA information via these channels will almost always be a response to the needs of a specific criminal investigation.

Requests from international law enforcement agencies for a search of the National DMA Database are only processed where it is clear that the request is in the interest of prevention and detection of crime, national security or the data subject. They are also subject to a risk assessment, taking into account the justification for and proportionality of disclosure of the information in line with human rights. If cleared for processing, a one-off speculative search of the Database is made by the Custodian and information fed back to UK NCB.

The UK NCB is not currently able to provide data on the number of requests received from other countries but only on the number of requests processed and dealt with by the Database Custodian. As indicated in the answer of 5 June 2006, Official Report, column 281W, 519 search requests have been dealt with by the Database Custodian since 2004 and responses provided back to UK NCB in each case (this includes searches of the UK DNA Database at the request of other countries as well as preparing profiles in order for UK law enforcement agencies to request searches overseas).

Data on the countries to which DNA profiles have been sent and on the number of profiles sent to other countries in pursuit of specific criminal investigations could only be provided at disproportionate cost as the majority of the data is not currently held electronically. This information will be available later this year following the introduction of a new data collection system (this will not apply to retrospective data). However, it is estimated that international DNA searches are requested on two to three occasions each week (this includes requests received from abroad and requests made by the UK for searches in other countries).

Data is not collected on the number of exchanges of DMA information which occur through direct liaison between law enforcement authorities or formal mutual legal assistance channels.

Mr. Crabb: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people have had their DNA records removed from the police DNA database in each year since 2000. [82550]

Joan Ryan: The number of profiles relating to individuals removed from the National DNA Database in each year since 2000 is:


Number of profiles relating to individuals removed

2000
66,149

2001
44,664

2002
14,589

2003
24,173

2004
19,194

2005
21,661

2006 (To 1 July)
8,868
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--------------

19 July 2006 : Column 561W
Police DNA Database

Mr. Crabb: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many records are held on the police DNA database. [82549]

Joan Ryan: As at 30 June 2006, there were approximately 3,457,000 DNA profiles of individuals retained on the National DNA Database. This figure includes 18,056 persons who have provided a DNA profile voluntarily.

In addition, there were 285,292 DNA profiles retrieved from unsolved crime scenes.

-------------------

Forensic Science Service

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what percentage of tests by the Forensic Science Service in each region were completed within (a) four weeks, (b) six weeks, (c) two months and (d) three months in the last period for which figures are available; how many took more than three months; and if he will make a statement. [85354]

Joan Ryan: The percentage of cases completed by The Forensic Science Service (FSS) in each region within the timeframes specified is displayed in the attached tables, which distinguish between performance for the analysis of DNA suspect samples for inclusion on The National DNA Database, and scientific examinations conducted for forensic casework in respect of the range of offences investigated by police forces. The data is shown for 2005-06 and quarter one of 2006-07 (April to June 2006).

Table 1: 2005-06 percentage of tests completed by the FSS for forensic casework (exclusive of Road Traffic Alcohol cases)






Region
28 days
42 days
60 days
90 days
>90 days

London and South Region
70.2
82.2
89.9
95.8
4.2

comprising of:






Metropolitan Police Service; City of London; Norfolk; Suffolk; Lincoln; Cambridgeshire; Hertfordshire; Essex; Bedfordshire; Kent; Surrey and Sussex.













Midlands and Wales Region
85.9
94.3
97.5
99.2
0.8

comprising of:






West Midlands; Warwick; West Mercia; Northamptonshire; Derbyshire; Leicestershire; Devon and Cornwall; Avon and Somerset; Dorset; Wiltshire; Gloucestershire; Hampshire; Thames Valley Police; Gwent; South Wales Police; Dyfed Powys Police.













North and North West Region
78.8
91
96.7
99.3
0.7

comprising of:






Lancashire; Greater Manchester Police; Merseyside; Cheshire; Cumbria; North Wales Police; Stafford; Nottinghamshire; North Yorkshire Police; West Yorkshire Police; South Wales Police; Northumbria; Humberside; Cleveland; Durham.
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Table 2: Quarter one 2006-07 (April to June 2006) Percentage of tests completed by the FSS for forensic casework (exclusive of Road Traffic Alcohol cases)






Region
28 days
42 days
60 days
90 days
>90 days

London and South Region
72.2
84.8
91.9
96.2
3.8

Midlands and Wales Region
88.7
95.2
98.1
99.4
0.6

North and North West Region
79.1
90.9
96.6
99.2
0.8

Table 3: 2005-06 Percentage of tests completed by the FSS for DNA suspect samples uploaded onto The National DNA Database






Region
28 days
42 days
60 days
90 days
>90 days

London and South Region
97.2
98.5
99.6
99.8
0.02

Midlands and Wales Region
98.8
98.9
99.5
99.6
0.04

North and North West Region.
99.4
99.8
99.9
99.9
0.01

Table 4: Quarter one 2006-07 (April to June 2006) Percentage of tests completed by the FSS for DNA suspect samples uploaded onto The National DNA Database






Region
28 days
42 days
60 days
90 days
>90 days

London and South Region
97.9
99.9
100
100
0

Midlands and Wales Region
99.9
99.9
100
100
0

North and North West Region
99.9
100
100
100
0

 -------------------------

House of Lords Hansard

18 July 2006 : Column 1118

The Earl of Northesk: My Lords, does the Minister agree that the issue is as much about ownership of the huge amount of data routinely collected about all of us as it is about privacy? If so, what stance do the Government take on the questionable legality of the Home Office authorising the DNA database to be used by the Forensic Science Service to research whether race and ethnicity can be determined from DNA samples?

Lord Sainsbury of Turville: My Lords, the Question was about pervasive computing, which is a specific area. The whole area of data protection is covered by the Data Protection Act 1998. Pervasive computing is a completely different subject.

-------------------

13 July 2006 : Column 2029W
Police

Mr. Crabb: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what arrangements are in place for removing the records of retiring police officers from the National DNA Database. [82551]

Mr. McNulty: Since 1 August 2002, police regulations require all new police recruits to provide a DNA sample for the Police Elimination Database (PED). This is in order to identify and eliminate any DNA profiles found at a crime scene which may have been inadvertently deposited there by an investigating police officer. Police officers who were in service prior to that date were asked to provide a sample on a voluntary basis. Police forces are responsible for notifying the custodian of the PED when officers retire or leave the police service in order that his/her DNA profile may be removed from the database. Police personnel who provided a sample for the PED on a voluntary basis can request removal of their profiles from the PED at any time without giving any reason.

--------------------

Biometric Information (Children)

Mr. Garnier: To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills what his Department's policy is with regard to (a) the (i) finger-printing and (ii) taking of (A) DNA and (B) other biometric information from children (1) under the age of 10 years, (2) between the ages of 10 and 16 years and (3) over 16 years but under 19 years without the consent of their parents or legal guardians and (b) the retention of that biometric information by Government organisations. [85046]


13 July 2006 : Column 1983W
Jim Knight: I refer the hon. Member to the reply given to the hon. Member for Bognor Regis and Littlehampton (Mr. Gibb) on 27 February 2006, Official Report, column 504W.

------------------------

4 July 2006 : Column 1048W
DNA Database

Grant Shapps: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many requests have been received from other nations for details from the national DNA database concerning people who were added to the database when they were under 18 years and not charged or cautioned with any offence. [79025]

Joan Ryan: Requests for the exchange of DNA information between the United Kingdom and other countries are usually made through the United Kingdom National Central Bureau for Interpol (UK NCB) based at the Serious Organised Crime Agency (SOCA). Other requests may be made as a result of bi-lateral direct liaison between law enforcement authorities; and formal mutual legal assistance channels.

We understand from SOCA that it has not received any requests from other countries for details from the National DNA Database concerning people who had a DNA sample taken and added to the database when they were under 18 years of age and who were not charged or cautioned with any offence. No data are available on the number, if any, of exchanges of DNA information in such cases which occur through direct liaison between law enforcement authorities or formal mutual legal assistance channels.

-------------------

4 July 2006 : Column 1065W
UK Presidency (G8)

John Bercow: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the priorities of his Department are for the UK presidency of the G8. [26647]

Joan Ryan: Many of the priorities for the UK Presidency of the G8 related to the Secure and Facilitated Travel Initiative (SAFTI) a series of measures designed to improve travel security. By the end of our presidency, 20 SAFTI projects had been completed with four carrying into the Russian presidency. We also completed the International Child Sexual Exploitation Database Implementation Study, agreed a document setting out best practice in dealing with internet content, best practice for law enforcement and network providers on preventing and investigating various forms of electronic attack and organised a workshop in Nigeria dealing with the tracing and return of assets.

We also introduced a number of new initiatives, on the unlawful international supply of firearms for criminal use and in developing mechanisms to enable countries to share DNA data for intelligence purposes in the investigation of crime. At the ministerial meeting held in Sheffield in 2005 Ministers a greed to further work on biometrics, advanced passenger information, human trafficking, drug production in Afghanistan, internet crime and measures to tackle crime and corruption in Africa.

-------------------------

John Penrose: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many DNA profiles of individuals (a) under and (b) over 16 years old living in North Somerset are held by Avon and Somerset constabulary; and how many have not been convicted of a criminal offence in each case. [73985]

Joan Ryan: There are an estimated 67,556 individuals who have a DNA profile on the National DNA Database (NDNAD) taken by Avon and Somerset constabulary, of which 1,994 are currently under 16 years of age and 65,562 are 16 years or over (as at 30 May 2006). Information held on the NDNAD is available on a police force area basis only and although the DNA sample in these cases was taken by Avon and Somerset constabulary, the individuals to whom the sample relates will not necessarily be resident in Avon and Somerset.

Data on whether these individuals have been convicted or acquitted of a criminal offence is held on the police national computer (PNC) but not on the NDNAD.

PNC data are available for 60,521 individuals only, of which 1,490 are under 16 years of age and 59,031 are 16 years or over. Of the 1,490 persons who are under 16, 1,243 have not been convicted of an offence and of the 59,031 persons who are 16 years or over, 15,824 have not been convicted of an offence. (It should be noted that for the purposes of these data, cautions are included as non convictions.)

The difference of approximately 7,000 individuals between the NDNAD records and the PNC records is largely accounted for by the fact that, until recently, records for persons who were acquitted of an offence were removed from the PNC, but retained on the NDNAD. It is not possible to provide a breakdown of the ages of these 7,000 who were acquitted as the records are no longer available.


16 Jun 2006 : Column 1429W


-------------------

13 Jun 2006 : Column 1129W


Mr. Spellar: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether (a) fingerprints and (b) DNA samples are taken from those who are deported from the UK. [75380]

Joan Ryan: It is not routine practice to fingerprint deportees under immigration powers, as the notice of intention to deport is often served by the prison service on behalf of the immigration service. However, fingerprints will be taken if the prisoner lodges a claim for asylum or as part of the re-documentation process. Fingerprints may also have been taken at an earlier stage if the deportee had been identified as an immigration offender or under police powers at the point of charging.

Immigration legislation does not give immigration or police officers the power to take DNA samples from individuals. However, where the Immigration Service is looking to prosecute an individual, we will consider asking the police to take DNA samples on an individual case basis in accordance with their powers under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) 1984. Under provisions in PACE, police officers may take a DNA sample from any person arrested or charged in connection with a recordable offence.

------------------------------

Written Answers

5 Jun 2006 : Column 281W

National DNA Database
Lynne Featherstone: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department
how many requests for information on the national DNA database his
Department has received from other countries in each year since its
inception. [73347]

Joan Ryan [holding answer 24 May 2006]: From the inception of the National
DNA database in 1995 until comparatively recently, requests for
international profiles were rare and therefore no data was collated by the
NDNAD until 2004. Since 2004 here have been 519 such requests.
-------------------

Written Answers

15 May 2006 : Column 667W

DNA

Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what plans are in place to integrate the National DNA Database with other national forensic and intelligence databases; and if he will make a statement. [68463]

Mr. Byrne: The National DNA Database currently has a link to the police national computer (PNC) to enable the police to tell whether someone arrested for a recordable offence has provided a DNA sample on a previous occasion. The national fingerprint system, IDENT1, is also connected to the PNC, but not directly to the National DNA Database. It is planned to pass limited information from IDENT1 to the NDNAD via the PNC in order to link records, contributing to PNC record integrity, without major integration of the systems.

Mr. David Jones: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what guidelines he has given to chief constables on the manner in which they should exercise their discretion whether to destroy DNA samples. [47730]

Mr. Byrne: Home Office circular 25/2001 states that, when an individual is cleared of an offence, samples taken as evidence during an investigation may be retained, but that they may only be used for the purposes of prevention and detection of crime, the investigation of an offence, the conduct of a prosecution or, since April 2005, for the purposes of identifying a deceased person.

15 May 2006 : Column 668W

The Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) issued guidelines on 31 January 2006 to all chief officers on the exercise of their discretion to destroy DNA samples and remove the DNA profile from the national DNA database in exceptional circumstances. These guidelines will help to ensure national consistency.

The codes of practice (D) relating to the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) give guidance on when retained samples may be used and the procedures for destruction.

The only time samples would be used is if a match were shown between an individual's DNA profile and that recovered from a crime scene.

------------------

Written Answers 9th May 2006

DNA Database

Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department which (a) individuals and (b) bodies are authorised to access the National DNA Database. [68460]

Joan Ryan: Authorisation to access the National DNA Database (NDNAD) is given to 18 staff within the HO Custodian's group who have responsibility for maintaining the integrity of the NDNAD. In addition the Forensic Science Service Ltd have 15 staff in the NDNAD service delivery team and 16 staff in their information service division, supporting the systems and working on NDNAD development, who have authorisation to access the NDNAD.

Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many volunteers providing DNA elimination samples have consented to the addition of their DNA profile to the National DNA Database in each year since 1997; and what percentage of volunteers this represented in each year. [68461]

9 May 2006 : Column 199W

Mr. Sutcliffe: No volunteer samples were loaded before the financial year 2004-05. 12,095 samples were loaded in 2004-05, 3,953 in 2005-06, and 135 have been loaded since 1 April 2006. It is not possible to determine what percentage of volunteers this represents, as no central records are kept of volunteers who give samples which are not loaded to the National DNA Database.
Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department in how many criminal cases familiar searching of the National DNA Database has been used in each year since 1997. [68462]

Mr. Sutcliffe: There were 73 familiar searches in 2004, 78 in 2005 and there have been 19 so far in 2006. There are no data on any familial searches before 2004.

DNA Sampling

Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department which organisations are approved to provide (a) DNA profiles and (b) crime scene samples. [68459]

Joan Ryan: The following organisations are approved to provide DNA profiles from individuals:

      Forensic Science Service Ltd

      LGC Limited

      Orchid Cellmark

      Tayside Police Forensic Science Laboratory

      Forensic Science Northern Ireland

The following organisations are approved to provide DNA profiles from crime scene samples:

      Forensic Science Service Ltd

      LGC Limited

      Orchid Cellmark

      Tayside Police Forensic Science Laboratory

      Strathclyde Police Forensic Science Laboratory

      Lothian and Borders Police Forensic Science Laboratory

Forensic Integration Strategy

Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what projects are being undertaken under the Forensic Integration Strategy; and if he will make a statement. [68458]

Joan Ryan: There are a number of projects currently being progressed under the auspices of the Forensic Integration Strategy:

      National rollout of livescan—project to ensure all police forces are able to rapidly check fingerprints to establish identity in custody centres.

      International data-sharing feasibility assessment—work to assess the feasibility of technical options to support international sharing of information, accounting for different national legislation and data protection.

      ACPO DNA and fingerprint retention project—work to ensure that DNA and fingerprint records are appropriately retained following the implementation of the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001.

      ACPO forensic training strategy—to support development and implementation of ACPO's forensic training strategy.

      Improvement of forensic mortuaries.

      Introduction of national IT system for forensic pathologists—to ensure maintenance of common standards and provision of effective management information.

9 May 2006 : Column 200W

      Development of forensic procurement framework—supporting ACPO to develop common statement of requirements and terms and conditions to support equality of opportunity in development of the forensic service market.

------------------

Written Answers 2nd May 2006

DNA Database

Grant Shapps: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the answer of 31 January 2006, to Question 49933, how many people who were under the age of 18 years at the time they were arrested and had a DNA sample taken up to and including 1 December 2005 were subsequently not charged or cautioned for any offence. [49028]

2 May 2006 : Column 1409W

Hazel Blears: On one December 2005, there were 24,168 persons on the National DNA Database who were under 18 years of age at the time they were arrested and had a DNA sample taken and who were still under 18 on one December 2005 who were subsequently not charged or cautioned for any offence.

There were around 27,000 persons on the National DNA Database who were under 18 years of age at the time they were arrested and had a DNA sample taken but who had attained the age of 18 by one December 2005 who were subsequently not charged or cautioned for any offence.

These figures were obtained from data extracted from the Police National Computer (PNC) since they are not available from the National DNA Database.

We currently have no plans to estimate the future composition of the National DNA Database by age, gender or ethnicity. The right hon. Gentleman will be aware from my answer to his earlier question (41099) that forecasts are made of the overall growth rate and total number of people on the Database. Information is currently being collected from police forces on the use made of DNA for crime detection during the financial year April 2005 to March 2006. When the new data are available, the forecast will be reviewed. It is expected this will be in July 2006.

-------------

Written Answers 26th April 2006

Forensic Science Service

26 Apr 2006 : Column 1136W

Mr. Austin Mitchell: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether spending by the Forensic Science Service on DNA tests in murder cases is subject to a cash limit. [64685]

Andy Burnham: Decisions relating to the costs involved in commissioning the Forensic Science Service to carry out a scientific examination of evidence in a criminal investigation are made by individual police forces, who have responsibility for determining the levels of spending appropriate to each investigation.

Mr. Austin Mitchell: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department in how many cases in which proceedings are complete the Forensic Science Service has (a) lost and (b) misinterpreted evidence since 2000; and how many cases were not proceeded with as a result. [64689]

Andy Burnham: The Forensic Science Service (FSS) has reviewed its records and has not identified any completed cases since 2000, in which evidence was lost or misinterpreted. Differences in opinion can arise between expert witnesses providing evidence, based on their interpretation of the information available. The FSS has identified two cases within this time period where timeliness of the identification of evidence could have been improved. Decisions as to whether cases are proceeded with are made by individual police forces and the Crown Prosecution Service.

-----------------------

Written Answers

24 Apr 2006 : Column 853W

DNA Database

Lynne Featherstone: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what steps the Government are taking to assess the deterrent effect of the DNA database on crime; and if he will make a statement. [64175]

Hazel Blears: It is not currently possible to quantify specific deterrent effects to any single given component of the investigative and prosecutorial processes. The Government have been, and is continuing to, evaluate the impact of increased use of DNA by the police, database growth and the impact on the investigation and detection of crime. The Home Office published a summary of what has been achieved through the Government's DNA Expansion Programme 2000-05 on 4 January 2006.

--------------------

Written Answers

20 Apr 2006 : Column 806W

DNA Database

Rosie Cooper: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department for what percentage of the population of West Lancashire the police hold a record on their DNA database. [64121]

Hazel Blears: It is not possible to provide the information requested for West Lancashire as the DNA subject sample records held on the National DNA Database (NDNAD) relate to police force area, not local authority area, but some data is available for Lancashire. Data from Census 2001 indicates that the population of Lancashire is 1,134,976. At the end of February 2006, there were 90,405 individuals with a profile on the NDNAD taken by Lancashire police.

These individuals would have been arrested, detained in a police station and had a DNA sample taken in Lancashire, but would not necessarily be resident in Lancashire. Using the previous figures, the percentage of persons who have a profile on the NDNAD taken by Lancashire police relative to the population of Lancashire is 7.9 per cent.

Lynne Featherstone: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what assessment he has made of the merits of establishing an independent body, with ethical and lay input, to oversee the working of the National DNA Database; and if he will make a statement. [64173]

Hazel Blears: The Government recognises the need for, and is committed to establishing, arrangements for ethical review of the policy and decision-making of the National DNA Database Board through an ethics committee. The Government believe that independent ethical advice and input is necessary to ensure that appropriate account of a wide set of views, and protection of individual rights, is retained in the decision-making of the Board.

Mr. Leigh: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people have samples on the National DNA Database who have not been (a) charged with and (b) convicted of an offence. [59533]

Hazel Blears: Data are not readily available on the number of persons who have a DNA profile on the database who have been charged with, convicted of or acquitted of an offence. This data are not held on the National DNA Database (NDNAD), but can be obtained from the Police National Computer (PNC). There is an electronic link between PNC and the NDNAD which transmits certain information only. Home Office officials are working with colleagues in the Police Information and Technology Organisation (PITO) which is responsible for PNC and with police service staff to develop a process to routinely report this and other statistical information that is held on either NDNAD or PNC. This work is under way and I will write to the hon. Member as soon as the work has been completed.

------------------------

Written Answers

18th April 2006

DNA Database

Damian Green: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what estimate he has made of the number of (a) people and (b) juveniles who will be registered on the national DNA database by 1 January (i) 2007, (ii) 2008, (iii) 2009 and (iv) 2010; and if he will make a statement. [41099]

Andy Burnham: The Home Office has produced an estimate of the projected growth in the number of individuals with a DNA profile on the National DNA Database for each year up to 2010.

The estimate is based on a number of different subsets of data including the following: the number of people arrested by the police, the number of people convicted of an offence and the number of people cautioned for an offence in England and Wales each year. It also takes account of repeat offenders who will not require re-sampling.

The forecast was primarily intended for internal purposes. A number of assumptions were made in producing it and it is therefore subject to a number of caveats. Home Office officials are planning to review and update it shortly.

No long term estimates have been made of the forecast growth rates of juveniles or other age groups of persons on the database or of the growth rate for other groups of persons, for example, by gender or ethnic appearance. The estimated number of persons from England and Wales who will be recorded on the National DNA Database in each year from 2007 to 2010 are shown in the table.

The estimates are based on the financial year from 1 April to end March.
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Persons on NDNAD

April
Number of individuals

2007
3,305,564

2008
3,562,064

2009
3,894,164

2010
4,482,764

Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many DNA profiles are held on the national DNA database, broken down by ethnic origin. [63096]

Andy Burnham: The information requested is not available. The national DNA database and underlying police national computer records indicate ethnic 'appearance' judged by a police officer. No information relating to self-assessed ethnicity is held on these databases. Information on ethnic appearance is available in the latest national DNA database annual report a copy of which will be put in the House Library.

Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department for what reason volunteers to the DNA database are not permitted subsequently to have their samples destroyed. [63139]

Andy Burnham: Samples from volunteers are destroyed unless they give written permission for them to be retained on the national DNA database.

Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what information he has collected on the percentage of the population in each (a) EU and (b) G8 country upon whom a DNA profile is held by the relevant national authority. [63142]

Andy Burnham: Information on the percentage of the population of each country that has a DNA profile held on a DNA database by the relevant national authority is available for 14 European countries and five G8 countries. It is shown in the following table. The data are the most recent figures available; they reflect the position at December 2005 for most countries listed in the table. The data for the Czech Republic, Norway, Slovenia, Spain and Canada are for differing dates earlier in 2005.

Percentage of population on DNA database

Country
Population
Total persons on DNA database
Percentage of persons on DNA database

Austria
8,100,000
84,379
1.04 0.04

Belgium
10,400,000
4,583
—

Croatia
4,600,000
10,744
0.23

Czech Republic
10,300,000
9,098
0.09

Denmark
5,500,000
4,084
0.07

Estonia
1,500,000
7,414
0.49

Finland
5,200.000
32,805
0.63

France
59,300,000
119,612
0.20

Germany
82,400,000
366,294
0.44

Hungary
10,200,000
28,278
0.28

Netherlands
16,100,000
14,747
0.09

Norway
4,500,000
6,745
0.15

Portugall
10,300,000
—
—

Slovenia
2,000,000
5,782
0.29

Spain
40,400,000
2,656
0.01

Sweden
9,000,000
6,115
0.07

Switzerland
7,360,000
69,019
0.94

United Kingdom
59,800,000
3,130,429
5.23

USA
298,400,000
2,941,206
0.99

Canada
32,270,500
75,138
0.23

(76) Portugal currently has a database for crime scene profiles only.
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Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what percentage of DNA profiles held in England and Wales relate to individuals who have been (a) convicted of a recordable offence, (b) charged with a recordable offence and (c) arrested but subsequently released without being charged, broken down by ethnic origin in each case. [63144]

Andy Burnham: No information on ethnic origin, or self-identity, is available with respect to DNA records. I would refer the hon. member to the answer given on 2 March in relation to the ethnic appearance of those arrested and subsequently released without charge. Data in respect of the charge and conviction status of people represented on the national DNA database broken down by ethnic appearance is not readily available and can only be obtained at disproportionate cost.

Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what his policy is on the length of time a DNA (a) sample and (b) profile can be kept in respect of an individual who has (i) been convicted of a serious or sexual crime, (ii) been convicted of a recordable offence other than a serious or sexual crime and (iii) not been convicted of a recordable offence. [63149]

Andy Burnham: All DNA samples and profiles are normally retained until the individual's 100th birthday or until the notification of his/her death. This applies to all recordable offences in respect of which the sample was taken.

Individuals whose DNA has been taken and have not been convicted of a recordable offence may, if they wish, apply to the chief constable of the force which took the DNA sample, to request, in exceptional circumstances only, that consideration be given to the destruction of the sample and removal of the profile from the national DNA database.

Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether DNA (a) samples and (b) profiles are kept after the individuals from whom they have been taken have died. [63150]

Andy Burnham: A DNA sample is normally destroyed and the DNA profile derived from it is normally deleted from the national DNA database upon notification of the death of the individual concerned.

Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what assessment he has made of the merits of the practice in Scotland where an individual's profile is removed from the DNA database following acquittal. [63159]

Andy Burnham: The Government have no plans to amend the law in England and Wales relating to the retention of DNA samples taken under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. Although at present the

18 Apr 2006 : Column 293W

law in Scotland does not allow for the retention of DNA samples following a person's acquittal, this is currently under review by the Scottish Executive.

Lynne Featherstone: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the answer of 2 March 2006, Official Report, column 954W, on DNA
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profiles, if he will break down by (a) police force area and (b) ethnic origin those who have a DNA profile on the National DNA Database and whose ethnic origin is known. [61897]

Hazel Blears [holding answer 28 March 2006]: The information requested will be placed in the Library.


6+1 Ethnic Appearance Rating
Non-ethnic visual appearance code


Force
White European
Dark European
Afro-Caribbean
Asian
Oriental
Arab
White
Non-white
Total

Avon and Somerset
296
10
65
27
3
14
16
8
439

Bedfordshire
52
2
14
23
—
—
108
55
254

Cambridgeshire
1,363
45
85
91
15
37
429
87
2,152

Cheshire
1,447
22
15
23
3
8
5
3
1,526

City of London
34
5
20
18
1
—
22
13
113

Cleveland
571
2
9
23
7
3
17
4
636

Cumbria
1,833
7
8
16
8
3
172
3
2,050

Devon and Cornwall
111
1
—
—
—
1
—
—
113

Derbyshire
2,526
42
115
149
10
25
40
33
2,940

Dorset
1,607
36
45
43
23
29
3
2
1,788

Durham
660
—
1
1
1
2
721
11
1,397

Dyfed Powys
1,653
21
11
31
11
11
11
—
1,749

Essex
4,320
106
346
123
45
20
551
84
5,595

Gloucestershire
1,674
19
95
41
9
4
28
9
1,879

GMP
6,385
94
560
814
68
115
124
11
8,171

Gwent
409
5
7
6
—
4
5
—
436

Hampshire
3,390
43
101
101
30
46
35
29
3,775

Hertfordshire
3,484
103
352
311
34
29
46
14
4,373

Humberside
22
—
1
—
—
3
3
4
33

Kent
5,617
172
246
217
62
74
406
100
6,894

Lancashire
3,933
44
67
461
15
26
235
20
4,801

Leicester
1,812
50
215
480
18
51
15
30
2,671

Lincolnshire
1,360
10
24
24
6
8
23
7
1,462

Merseyside
130
1
2
1
1
—
172
7
314

Met
5,366
828
4,265
1,550
493
362
4,935
6,195
23,994

Norfolk
499
16
19
3
1
3
82
3
626

North Wales
1,569
20
15
15
6
7
125
5
1,762

North Yorkshire
1,248
9
19
21
1
5
15
2
1,320

Northamptonshire
475
17
47
19
—
—
5
—
563

Northumbria
790
8
7
13
2
5
853
40
1,718

Nottinghamshire
1,217
7
77
49
4
5
215
45
1,619

South Wales
1,816
14
59
56
4
18
9
4
1,980

South Yorkshire
3,510
74
204
254
19
103
725
193
5,082

Staffordshire
3,879
39
142
259
17
24
25
2
4,387

Suffolk
92
2
4
2
—
1
2
—
103

Surrey
1,429
39
118
146
37
53
6
6
1,834

Sussex
3,067
72
212
177
40
63
75
16
3,722

Thames Valley
178
4
35
23
2
—
138
50
430

Warwickshire
257
3
14
20
1
2
39
2
338

West Mercia
6
—
—
—
—
—
5
—
11

West Midlands
5,864
148
1,355
1,778
46
175
67
35
9,468

West Yorkshire
2,132
18
165
444
8
24
8
1
2,800

Wiltshire
1,266
25
47
36
16
7
6
22
1,425

Total
79,349
2,183
9,208
7,889
1,067
1,370
10,522
7,155
118,743

Note:

5,604 Records include no ethnic appearance information. Total Records relating to people sampled on arrest but not subsequently charged or cautioned is 124,347.

Written Answers

18 Apr 2006 : Column 445W—continued

DNA Databases

Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if he will make a statement on the compatibility of DNA databases in England and Wales with those in (a) Scotland and (b) Northern Ireland; and what procedures need to be followed for making samples held by the police in one part of the UK available to police in another part. [63095]

Andy Burnham: The profiles on the 'local' DNA databases in Scotland and Northern Ireland are fully compatible with those on the national DNA database. Subject sample profiles taken in Scotland and Northern Ireland and crime scene profiles from Scotland and Northern Ireland are added to the national DNA database (NDNAD) as well as the local databases. Any matches resulting from a speculative search of the Scottish and Northern Ireland profiles against the
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NDNAD are automatically reported to the relevant police forces in Scotland, Northern Ireland, England and Wales.

Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if he will list the countries to whom DNA data collected in the UK has been sent; and how many pieces of data were sent to each in each year in which such data was sent. [63157]

Andy Burnham: There are a number of channels for the exchange of DNA information between the United Kingdom and other countries. They include: the United Kingdom National Central Bureau for Interpol (UK NCB) based at the Serious Organised Crime Agency (SOCA) which is often used to provide DNA profile data to other countries; bi-lateral direct liaison between law enforcement authorities; and formal mutual legal assistance channels. Exchanges of DNA information via these channels will almost always be a response to the needs of a specific criminal investigation.

The UK NCB is not currently able to provide data on the countries to which DNA profiles have been sent or on the number of DNA profiles sent to other countries in pursuit of specific criminal investigations. This information will be available later this year following the introduction of a new data collection system (this will not apply to retrospective data). However, it is estimated that DMA data is sent out by the UK NCB to one or more countries on two or three occasions each week. DNA data is only sent abroad where this is deemed necessary by the investigator, and is subject to data protection and human rights risk assessment. No data is available on the number of exchanges of DNA information which occur through direct liaison between law enforcement authorities or formal mutual legal assistance channels.

There have been two significant exchanges of DNA information in the last two years. In October 2004, 1,687 DNA crime scene profiles from undetected sexual offences in the UK were submitted to the Interpol DNA database (via the UK NCB). In February 2006, 10,763 DNA crime scene profiles from unsolved serious crimes committed in the UK were sent to the Netherlands for checking against the Netherlands DNA database.

The latter resulted from direct liaison and the development of a reciprocal agreement between the Dutch police and UK police representatives as the Netherlands is currently unable to take advantage of existing exchange mechanisms such as the Interpol database due to legislative restrictions. The Dutch authorities are working towards a solution to allow ratification of the existing mechanisms and also intend to send DNA profiles from unsolved Dutch crime scenes for checking against the UK national DNA database.

Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether he has ruled out use of DNA material as part of his proposed identity card scheme. [63158]

Andy Burnham: There are no powers in the Identity Cards Act 2006 to require an applicant for an ID card to provide a DNA sample.
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-----------------

Written Answers

21 Mar 2006 : Column 308W

DNA Profiles

Lynne Featherstone: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the Answer of 2 March 2006, Official Report, column 954W, on DNA profiles, if he will break down the 139,463 people who have a DNA profile on the National DNA Database and who were perceived as (a) of minority ethnic origin and (b) white by local authority area. [59372]

Andy Burnham [holding answer 17 March 2006]: The information is not available in the form requested. The subject sample profile records held on the National DNA Database relate to police force area, not local authority area.

---------------

Written Answers

14 Mar 2006 : Column 2111W

DNA Samples

Grant Shapps: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the answer of 14 February 2006, Official Report, column 1976W, on DNA samples, whether police personnel who have been included on the Police Elimination Database and subsequently leave the service have their DNA profile removed from the National DNA Database. [56715]

Hazel Blears: In accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, all DNA profiles obtained from police officers are removed from the Police Elimination Database (PED) as soon as they leave the police force, unless they transfer to another force. The PED is separate from the National DNA Database.

-------------------

Written Answers

2 Mar 2006 : Column 954W

DNA Profiles

Lynne Featherstone: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the answer of 20 December 2005, Official Report, column 2890W, on DNA profiles, how many of the 139,463 people were perceived to be (a) of ethnic minority origin and (b) white. [47860]

Andy Burnham: As indicated in the answer of 20 December 2005, Official Report, column 2890W, there were 139,463 people who have a DNA profile on the National DNA Database (NDNAD) who have not been charged or cautioned with an offence. This figure comprised 124,347 people who have been arrested and subsequently not been charged or cautioned with an offence and 15,116 people who had volunteered a sample and given consent to the profile being loaded on the NDNAD.

Of the 124,347 people who had been arrested, a record of their perceived ethnic origin was available on the NDNAD for 101,066 persons only. In addition, for a further 17,677 persons, the Police National Computer (PNC) held a record of their White or Non-White status. There was no record of perceived minority ethnic origin or White/Non-White status for the remaining 5,604 persons.

The available data indicates that 21 per cent. were perceived to be of minority ethnic origin, 74 per cent. were perceived to be white and 5 per cent. were unknown. Of the 15,000 persons who had volunteered a DMA sample, 80 per cent. do not have an ethnic appearance recorded, 3 per cent. are recorded as being of minority ethnic origin and 17 per cent. as white.

Mr. Stewart Jackson: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many DNA profiles of individuals (a) under 24 years and (b) over 24 years not convicted of a criminal offence normally resident in Cambridgeshire are held by Cambridgeshire constabulary. [53233]

Andy Burnham: It is estimated that there are 11,324 individuals who are currently under 24 years of age and 22,338 individuals who are 24 years or over who have a DNA profile on the National DNA Database taken by Cambridgeshire police. These individuals would have been arrested, detained in a police station and had a DNA sample taken in Cambridgeshire, but would not necessarily be resident in Cambridgeshire.

Data on whether these individuals have been convicted of a criminal offence is not held on the National DNA Database. It could only be obtained at disproportionate cost by cross-searching the 33,662 records for the individuals on the Police National Computer (PNC).

---------------------

Written Answers

1 Mar 2006 : Column 827W

Grant Shapps:   To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department to which organisations other than the police the National Police DNA database is made available. [41877]

Andy Burnham: Information on the National DNA Database (NDNAD) can only be used for the prevention or detection of crime, the investigation of an offence, the conduct of a prosecution or the identification of a deceased person or of the person from whom a body part came.

Within the UK the Serious Organised Crime Agency is the only organisation, other than the police, to which information on the NDNAD is made available.

Requests from international law enforcement authorities for a search of the NDNAD are channelled through Interpol. These are only processed where it is clear that the request complies with the restrictions on use. In addition, a risk assessment on the dissemination of the information is made which will take into account the justification and proportionality of disclosure of the information. If cleared for processing a one-off speculative search of the database is made and information fed back via Interpol.

Written Answers

1 Mar 2006 : Column 842W

Violent Crime

Mr. Frank Field: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many (a) murders, (b) manslaughters, (c) attempted murders, (d) rapes, (e) burglaries and (f) other acts of violence against the person there have been in each constituency in England and Wales since 2001 that have been solved using records of DNA samples taken from suspects who had previously been arrested but not convicted of an offence. [48440]

Hazel Blears: Information on the number of serous crimes such as murder, manslaughter and rape that have been detected using DNA profiles taken from suspects who had previously been arrested, charged but not convicted of an offence is not collected by the Home Office as detections are achieved through integrated criminal investigation and not by forensic science alone. Information is available on the number of DNA profiles taken from suspects that have provided the police with an intelligence link that has been used to identify the possible offender and assist in criminal investigations.

Since the amendment to the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 in May 2001, which enabled the police to retain DNA samples taken from persons who have not been convicted of an offence, about 200,000 DNA samples have been retained that would previously have had to be destroyed. From these, approximately 8,493 profiles of individuals have been linked with crime scene stains, involving 13,964 offences. These offences include 114 murders, 55 attempted murders, 116 rapes, 68 sexual offences, 119 aggravated burglaries and 127 of the supply of controlled drugs.

This information is not available by parliamentary constituency; nor for other crime types such as burglaries and other acts of violence against the person.

Written Answers

1 Mar 2006 : Column 826W

Grant Shapps:   To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department to which organisations other than the police the National Police DNA database is made available. [41877]

Andy Burnham: Information on the National DNA Database (NDNAD) can only be used for the prevention or detection of crime, the investigation of an offence, the conduct of a prosecution or the identification of a deceased person or of the person from whom a body part came.

Within the UK the Serious Organised Crime Agency is the only organisation, other than the police, to which information on the NDNAD is made available.

Requests from international law enforcement authorities for a search of the NDNAD are channelled through Interpol. These are only processed where it is clear that the request complies with the restrictions on use. In addition, a risk assessment on the dissemination
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of the information is made which will take into account the justification and proportionality of disclosure of the information. If cleared for processing a one-off speculative search of the database is made and information fed back via Interpol.

--------------------

Written Answers

14 Feb 2006 : Column 1976W

DNA Samples

Grant Shapps: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what plans he has to request DNA samples from serving police officers on a (a) voluntary and (b) compulsory basis. [47816]

Hazel Blears: The provision of a DMA sample by police personnel for inclusion on the Police Elimination Database (FED) is voluntary for those who were in employment by the police when the Database was set up in 2000. It is a condition of service for personnel who have joined the police since 1 August 2002. There are no plans to change this.

------------------

Written Answers

13 Feb 2006 : Column 1717W—continued

DNA

Mr. Carmichael: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what response he (a) has made and (b) plans to make to the recommendations in the Select Committee on Science and Technology's Seventh Paper, Forensic Science on Trial, HC96 2004-05, that independent research should be undertaken to assess (i) the public attitude towards retention of DNA samples from convicted criminals and others and (ii) the evidence of benefits associated with retaining DNA samples. [47538]

Mr. Charles Clarke: The Government's response to the recommendations in the Select Committee's report was placed in the House Library on 25 July 2005. The benefits of retaining DNA profiles on the national DNA database is evidenced by the number of matches with crime scene stains which provide vital intelligence to the police in the investigation of those offences.

DNA Profiles

Grant Shapps: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the answer of 16 January 2006, Official Report, columns 1111-12W, on DNA profiles, how many people over the age of 18 are on the DNA database who have never been charged or cautioned; and if he will make a statement. [45931]

Andy Burnham: On 1 December 2005, there were 124,347 persons on the national DNA database who had been arrested and had a DNA sample taken and who had subsequently not been charged or cautioned for any offence. Of these, 100,179 persons were over the age of 18 and 24,168 were under 18 years of age.

Grant Shapps: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the answer of 16 January 2006, Official Report, columns 1111-12W, on DNA profiles, if he will break down the 24,000 cases by constabulary. [45932]

Andy Burnham: The information requested is shown in the following table.

Number of persons aged under 18 on the national DNA database who have been arrested for a recordable offence and subsequently not charged or cautioned.

Organisation
Number

Avon and Somerset
74

Bedfordshire
58

Cambridgeshire
498

Cheshire
339

City of London police
17

Cleveland
156

Cumbria
444

Derbyshire
597

Devon and Cornwall
28

Dorset
322

Durham
504

Dyfed-Powys
263

Essex
1,217

Gloucestershire
381

Greater Manchester police
2,099

Gwent
96

Hampshire
772

Hertfordshire
835

Humberside
17

Kent
1,338

Lancashire
1,041

Leicestershire
503

Lincolnshire
234

Merseyside
80

Metropolitan police
3,538

Norfolk
125

North Wales
372

North Yorkshire
323

Northamptonshire
364

Northumbria
458

Nottinghamshire
400

South Wales
459

South Yorkshire
1,112

Staffordshire
789

Suffolk
24

Surrey
338

Sussex
644

Thames Valley
102

Warwickshire
52

West Mercia
5

West Midlands
2,152

West Yorkshire
733

Wiltshire
265

TOTAL
24,168

------------------

8 Feb 2006 : Column 1270W

Lynne Jones: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department why DNA profiles collected from those arrested but not charged of any offence are retained. [49663]

Andy Burnham: Taking a DNA sample (and fingerprints) from someone who has been arrested for a Recordable offence and detained in a police station is now part of the normal process within a police Custody Suite. It is no different to recording other forms of information such as photographs, witness statements etc.

Early research has shown that sampling persons who have been arrested but not proceeded against has yielded a match with a crime scene in over 3,000 offences. These links may never have been made had the police not been given powers to take and retain samples on arrest. Retention of the DNA profile on the National DNA Database may prove to be vitally important in the event of that person committing a crime in the future.

--------------------

Written Answers

7 Feb 2006 : Column 1093W

DNA Database

Mr. Carmichael: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what estimate he has made of the number of additional profiles which are likely to be added to the National DNA database as a result of the extension of police powers of arrest under section 110 of the Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005. [47564]

Andy Burnham: The provisions governing the taking of DNA samples in section 63 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE), as amended, provide that the police may take a non-intimate sample without consent from all persons who have been arrested for, charged with, informed that they will be reported for or convicted of a recordable offence. Section 24 of PACE as amended by section 110 of the Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005 provides a single power of arrest for all offences but does not affect the above power which allows a DNA sample to be taken only from persons arrested, charged or convicted of a recordable offence. It is not expected to have any significant impact on the number of persons who may have a DNA sample taken and added to the national DNA database.

Mr. Carmichael: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what response he (a) has made and (b) plans to make to the recommendations in the Select Committee on Science and Technology's Seventh Paper, Forensic Science on Trial, HC96 2004-05, that the Government commission a cost-benefit analysis of the possibility of moving the national DNA database from a 10 marker system to a 16 marker system. [47541]

Andy Burnham: The Home Secretary responded to the Committee's recommendations in oral evidence given by Andy Burnham, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, to the Select Committee on 23 November 2005. The Home Secretary remains open to commissioning a cost-benefit analysis of the possibility of moving the National DNA Database from a 10 marker to a 16 marker system but considers that a necessary preparation for this analysis is the development of a strategy which ensures that any move to a system using more markers in the UK is compatible with similar moves in other European countries, to avoid closing off options for international co-operation in use of DNA in crime fighting in the future.

This has been agreed with Professor Sir Alec Jeffreys, the inventor of DNA profiling.

The European Network of Forensic Science Institutes and the European DNA Profiling Group have been working on such a strategy and have produced a paper outlining how all current European DNA Databases could move to a 15 marker system by varying routes depending on the technologies they currently use, but substantial further work is needed to develop this in detail. The timescale for the development of a new system would be a commercial decision for the companies which make the profiling technology by was estimated in late 2005 to be 2-3 years.

Grant Shapps: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether any police force in England and Wales requests DNA samples from its officers. [47307]

Hazel Blears: Regulation 19 of the Police Regulations 2003 requires that every newly appointed member of a police force shall in accordance with the directions of the chief officer have a DNA sample taken.

----------------------

Written Answers

6 Feb 2006 : Column 937W

DNA

Damian Green: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what guidance he has issued to chief constables on the retention of the DNA records of (a) children and (b) adults who have not been convicted of any offence. [47518]

Andy Burnham [holding answer 31 January 2006]: Home Office Circular 25/2001 issued to chief constables in June 2001 states that when an individual is cleared of an offence, samples taken during an investigation may be retained, but that they may only be used for the purposes of prevention and detection of crime, the investigation of an offence or the conduct of a prosecution. Since April 2005, they may also be used for the purposes of identifying a deceased person. There is no distinction between the retention of DNA profiles of an adult or a juvenile.

Guidance has also been issued in The Codes of Practice (Code D) made under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 which give advice on the taking, use and retention of samples. The Codes of Practice (Code C) also give advice on interviewing juveniles.

The decision whether or not to retain a DNA sample is an operational one for the chief constable of the force which took the sample, and the Association of Chief Police Officers has for some time been developing guidelines to assist them in the exercise of their discretion. It is expected that a decision not to retain a DNA sample will be made in exceptional circumstances only. These guidelines will be issued shortly.

6 Feb 2006 : Column 937W

---------------------

Written Answers

1 Feb 2006 : Column 569W

DNA Profiles

Grant Shapps: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to his answer of 16 January 2006, Official Report, columns 1111-2W, on DNA profiles, how many of the 24,000 DNA samples taken from children under 18 years who were never cautioned or charged were subsequently used successfully to prosecute a crime. [46987]

Andy Burnham: Information on the number of DNA profiles used successfully to prosecute a crime is not collected by the Home Office, but information is available on the number of such profiles which have been used to assist crime investigations. It has been established that to date 541 DNA profiles of the 24,168 DNA profiles taken from persons under 18 years who had not been charged or cautioned for an offence have subsequently been 'matched' to DNA recovered from unsolved crime scenes stored on the National DNA Database, providing the police with key intelligence leads on the possible identity of the offender and assisting crime investigation and detection.

---------------

Written Answers

31 Jan 2006 : Column 367W

DNA Database

Grant Shapps: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the answer of 26 January 2006, Official Report, column 1523W from the Leader of the House, that the Home Secretary is reviewing the cases of 24,000 children on the DNA National Police Database who have not been charged or cautioned for any offence, when he plans to make a statement about the review. [46913]

Andy Burnham: My right hon. Friend the Home Secretary is not reviewing the cases of individuals, children or adults, whose DNA samples have been retained even though they have not been charged or cautioned.

From an operational perspective, the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) has for some time been developing guidelines to allow, in exceptional circumstances only, the removal of individual profiles from the database. These will be issued shortly.

DNA Profiles

Grant Shapps: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the answer of 16 January 2006, Official Report, columns 1111-12W,

31 Jan 2006 : Column 367W

on DNA profiles, whether all the 24,000 individuals were still under 18 years on 1 December 2005 when the information was collated. [45933]

Andy Burnham: Yes. On one December 2005, there were 24,168 persons under the age of 18 on the National DNA Database who had been arrested and had a DNA sample taken but who had subsequently not been charged or cautioned for any offence.

------------------------

Written Answers

30 Jan 2006 : Column 201W

DNA Profiles

Mr. Quentin Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department in what circumstances the police are permitted to retain DNA profiles obtained with consent from (a) the victims of crimes and (b) witnesses to crimes; and (i) for how long and (ii) subject to what conditions these profiles may be retained. [46013]

Andy Burnham: A victim or witness to a crime may be asked to consent to provide the police with a DNA sample for elimination purposes as part of the investigation into that crime. They may also consent to their DNA profile being retained on the National DNA Database. In both cases, under section 63 of the Police & Criminal Evidence Act 1984, as amended, their consent must be in writing. Once given, consent to the retention of their sample and DNA profile cannot be withdrawn.

Samples and DNA profiles are normally retained until the individual's 100th birthday or until the notification of death and may only be used for the purposes of prevention and detection of crime, the investigation of an offence, the conduct of a prosecution or for the purposes of identifying a deceased person or body part.

Mr. Quentin Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department in what circumstances the police may retain DNA profiles; and for how long these profiles may be retained. [46014]

Andy Burnham: Under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, as amended, the police may retain DNA samples taken from persons who have been arrested for, informed they will be reported for or charged with a recordable offence and detained in a police station. The police may also take and retain DNA samples from persons convicted of a recordable offence. The samples may only be used for the purposes of prevention and detection of crime, the investigation of an offence, the conduct of a prosecution or for the purposes of identifying a deceased person or body part.

DNA samples are normally retained until the person is 100-years-old or notification of death.

-------------------

Written Answers

23 Jan 2006 : Column 1779W

DNA Profiles

Lynne Featherstone: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the answer of 20 December 2005, Official Report, column 2890W, on DNA profiles, how many (a) murderers and (b) rapists who had been arrested but had not initially been charged or cautioned for an offence have been caught as a consequence of having their profiles stored on the national DNA database; and if he will make a statement. [44407]

Andy Burnham: Research carried out in January 2006 indicates that: 37 murders/manslaughters, 16 attempted murders and 90 rapes have so far been linked to people who had DNA samples taken on arrest but who were not subsequently proceeded against for the arresting offence. It is not possible at the current time to determine the outcome of the police investigation of these crimes.

------------------

House of Commons Hansard Written Answers for 18 Jan 2006 (pt 27)

DNA Database

Mr. Gibb: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many police officers were investigated in each year since 1995 for improperly adding samples to the National DNA Database. [41700]

Andy Burnham: Neither the Home Office nor the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) are aware of any police officers having been investigated for improperly taking DNA samples for adding to the National DNA Database. The IPCC has not investigated any such incidents to date. Nor are we aware of any police force in England and Wales having carried out an internal investigation into such a case.

Forensic Science Service

Lynne Jones: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what measures he is taking to increase the capacity of the Forensic Science Service. [31516]

Andy Burnham: The recent establishment of the Forensic Science Service (FSS) as a Government owned company, undertaken at the direction of the Secretary of State, was designed to provide the FSS with the

18 Jan 2006 : Column 1424W

freedoms, flexibility, structures and resources to better respond to customer needs in terms of balancing capacity and demand and in addressing timeliness of service requirements in support of the Criminal Justice System.

------------------

Written Answers

16 Jan 2006 : Column 1092W

DNA Database

20. Lynne Jones: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if he will make a statement on the inclusion of people on the police DNA database who have not been charged or convicted. [41788]

Andy Burnham: The Government believe firmly that the measures taken to retain the samples of persons who have been arrested, albeit not charged or convicted, are proportionate and justified in the interests of preventing and detecting crime. It is a fact that the police arrest more persons than they charge but for those who may go on to commit a crime it is important that the police have this information available. Law abiding citizens have nothing to fear from having their DNA retained on the national DNA database.

Lynne Featherstone: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many requests under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 in relation to the national DNA database (a) he has received and (b) have been successful; and if he will make a statement. [35297]

Mr. Charles Clarke [holding answer 6 December 2006]: The Home Office has received one request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 concerning the national DMA database. In responding to the request; information was released setting out who was operating the national DMA database, additional funding budget, and the number of suspect offender profiles stored. It also set out the powers that the police were given under the Criminal Justice Act 2003 to take, without consent, a non-intimate DMA sample. However, further information on how policy officials determined the guidelines on how a national DMA database would operate was withheld under Section 35(1 )(a) of the Freedom of information Act 2000 as it would stifle future debate and damage the quality of advice provided.

Mr. Drew: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many records were held on the Police DNA Database in each of the last five years. [41471]

Andy Burnham: Records on the National DNA Database represent DNA profiles taken from individuals and from crime scenes. Profiles taken from individuals are usually retained whereas those taken from crime scenes are usually deleted when the crime has been solved. The number of profiles is not the same as the number of individuals, because 10 per cent. of the profiles are estimated to be duplicates. The figures for each of the last five years are shown in the following table.

year



Number of profiles relating to:


individuals at end of financial year(67)
crime scenes held at end of financial year(67)

2000-01
1,186,000
103,000

2001-02
1,695,000
142,000

2002-03
2,102,000
193,000

2003-04
2,516,000
228,000

2004-05
3,086,000
240,000

2005-06 (at 10 January 2006)
3,596,000
264,000

(67) nearest thousand, England, Wales and Scotland

16 Jan 2006 : Column 1093W

Mr. Gibb: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many complaints have been received by the Independent Police Complaints Commission regarding (a) the collection of DNA evidence from arrested persons and (b) the voluntary collection of DNA. [41668]

Hazel Blears: The Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) is responsible for the management of the police complaints system. I will ensure that the

16 Jan 2006 : Column 1094W

chairman receives a copy of the question and replies to you directly. Copies of the letter containing the IPCC's response will be placed in the House Libraries.

Mr. Gibb: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many and what proportion of people arrested in each year since 1995 had their DNA added to the National DNA Database. [41676]

Andy Burnham: The answer is shown in the following table.

Year (financial)
Number arrested for notifiable offences in England and Wales (nearest 100)
Number of people added to database, England and Wales
Proportion (percentage)

1995-96
(68)—
35,741
(69)—

1996-97
(68)—
77,365
(69)—

1997-98
(68)—
123,445
(69)—

1998-99
1,301,000
242,746
18.7

1999-2000
1,277,900
205,279
16.1

2000-01
1,264,200
419,900
33.2

2001-02
1,271,900
509,423
40.1

2002-03
1,313,100
439,667
33.5

2003-04
1,330,400
389,973
29.3

2004-05
1,353,800
469,005
34.6

(68) Not recorded

(69) Not available

Mr. Gibb: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people voluntarily gave DNA samples to be kept in the national police DNA database in each year since 2000. [41677]

Andy Burnham: No volunteer records were loaded on the National DNA Database before 2004-05, for technical reasons. In that year 12,095 volunteer records were loaded. Some of these were given during previous years, but there is no record of the date they were given, as opposed to the date they were loaded. Between 1 April 2005 and 10 January 2006, a further 3,221 volunteer profiles have been loaded.

Mr. Gibb: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many entries on the National DNA Database were destroyed in each year since 1995. [41702]

Andy Burnham: The number of profiles relating to individuals deleted from the National DNA Database since 1995 is:

Year
Number

2006 (to 10 January)
1,232

2005
22,605

2004
19,126

2003
23,901

2002
18,499

2001
44,664

2000
66,149

1999
68,816

1998
45,170

1997
21,587

1996
12,564

1995
675

Mr. Gibb: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people from whom DNA was taken following arrest for inclusion in the National DNA Database were arrested for (a) summary, (b) indictable including either-way and (c) indictable only offences. [41703]

Andy Burnham: It is not possible to provide the information requested as statistical data are not kept in this form.

When a person in police custody has a DNA sample taken, the sampling police officer completes a DNA form giving demographic details of the arrested person and details of the offence type by 12 broad offence categories. These are: Homicide, Rape, Robbery, Other violent crime, Other sex offences, Domestic Burglary, Other Burglary, Theft of Vehicle, theft from vehicle, Criminal damage, Drugs offences; and All other recordable offences. As the specific offence is not recorded, it is not possible to determine how many offences are summary, indictable or triable either way.

---------------------

Written Answers

12 Jan 2006 : Column 834W

DNA Database

Mr. Gibb: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people have refused to give police DNA samples for use in the national police DNA database in each year since 2000. [41669]

Andy Burnham: The Home Office does not hold statistics on the number of refusals made to requests for DNA samples.

Mr. Gibb: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what procedures are in place to remove a DNA sample given (a) following an arrest and (b) following voluntary consent from the National DNA Database. [41701]

Andy Burnham: The decision to remove from the National DNA Database a DNA profile taken following arrest is an operational matter for the Chief Officer of the police force which took the DNA sample. When such a decision is taken, the Chief Officer will instruct the Custodian of the National DNA Database to remove the profile. A DNA profile obtained from a volunteer can be loaded onto the National DNA database only if the volunteer has given his/her written consent.

------------------------

9 Jan 2006 : Column 370W—continued

European Evidence Warrant

Mr. Gauke: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if he will list types of evidence covered in the proposed European Evidence Warrant. [35642]

Andy Burnham: The draft Council Framework Decision on a European Evidence Warrant is still under negotiation. It is intended to cover objects, documents or data required for use in criminal proceedings. The taking of interviews, examinations of the body including obtaining DNA or fingerprints, information obtained in real-time for example through interception or surveillance, and the analysis of objects, documents or data are all currently excluded from the scope of the Framework Decision unless the evidence is already in the possession of the executing authority.

-------------------

20 Dec 2005 : Column 2891W

DNA Profiles

Lynne Featherstone: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people who have not been charged or cautioned for an offence have DNA profiles stored in the police national database; and if he will make a statement. [34330]

Andy Burnham: There are 139,463 people who have a DNA profile on the national DNA database (NDNAD) who have not been charged or cautioned with an offence.

This figure comprises: 124,347 people who have a DNA profile on the NDNAD who have been arrested and subsequently not been charged or cautioned with an offence. This information was provided by the Police Information Technology Organisation (PITO) and obtained from the police national computer (PNC) which is linked to the NDNAD; and 15,116 volunteer sample profile records retained on the NDNAD.

A volunteer sample is a DNA sample taken from an individual in relation to the investigation of an offence for elimination purposes and not as a result of the individual having been arrested in connection with an offence. The volunteer must give written consent to provide the sample; and can also volunteer to have their DNA profile held on the database by providing separate written consent for this. Volunteer samples may be taken from, for example, the victim of a crime, a third party, a member of a population identified for an intelligence-led screen or from an individual at their request.

Grant Shapps: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many children under the age of 18 years have been added to the national DNA database in each year since 1996. [38505]

Andy Burnham: The estimated number of records of individuals aged 10-17 years added to the national DNA database in each year since 1995 is shown in the following table. The figures take account of replicate sample records on the database.

20 Dec 2005 : Column 2891W


Estimated number of 10 to 17-year-olds added to the database

1995
3,163

1996
11,719




1997
18,387

1998
32,810

1999
42,631

2000
70,627

2001
95,471

2002
96,359

2003
86,291

2004
101,503

2005 to date
126,787

------------

19 Dec 2005 : Column 2358W

DNA Database

Grant Shapps: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether there is provision to remove

19 Dec 2005 : Column 2358W

from the National DNA Database details of a DNA sample of a minor who has never been charged or cautioned. [35616]

Andy Burnham: Yes. Section 64 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) 1984, as amended, enables the police to retain DNA samples (and profiles) taken from individuals arrested for, informed they will be reported for or charged with a recordable offence and detained in a police station. The police may retain the sample even when the individual has not been convicted of the offence for which the sample was taken. The decision whether to retain or remove a sample is an operational one for the chief constable of the police force which took it. There is no distinction in PACE between samples taken from an adult or a minor.

-------------------

DNA Database

5 Dec 2005 : Column 980W

Lynne Featherstone: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department for what percentage of the population of London the police hold a record on their DNA database, broken down by (a) black, (b) ethnic minority and (c) white people. [22132]

Andy Burnham [holding answer 25 November 2005]: The information requested is not currently available. The data held by the National DNA Database

5 Dec 2005 : Column 980W

(NDNAD) are not directly comparable with the census 2001 population data.

The NDNAD does not hold self-reported ethnicity data on arrested persons who have a DNA sample taken, but on their 'ethnic appearance'. Nor does it hold data on sampled persons by area of residence, but by the police force area where the person was arrested and their DNA sample was taken; this may not be the area where they reside.

The sampling police officer completes a form with the sampled person's name, sex, date of birth, ethnic appearance and sampling force details. The ethnic appearance data is based on the judgment of the police officer and is recorded for police intelligence purposes to assist in subsequent identification. It uses seven broad ethnic categories whereas the Office for National Statistics population data from census 2001 is based on 16 ethnic groups self-reported by individuals when completing the census return.

-----------------

Wildlife and Countryside Act

5 Dec 2005 : Column 936W

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs how many convictions for possession of birds listed on Schedule 4 to the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 which have relied on DNA samples as evidence have been successful; and in how many such cases her Department provided to the police registration details maintained under section 7 of the Act. [33555]

Jim Knight: The Department does not keep a record of the specific evidence used in prosecutions.

------------------

1 Dec 2005 : Column 748W

DNA Profiles

Grant Shapps: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people under 18 years have DNA profiles stored in the police national database without having been charged or cautioned for any offence. [24974]

Hazel Blears: At the 31 October 2005 there were 3,466,792 subject sample profiles loaded to the National DNA Database. Of these 741,605 related to people who were under 18 at the time the sample was taken.

We cannot currently determine how many of the people sampled were not subsequently charged or cautioned. Technical changes to the link between the Police National Computer and the National DNA Database to enable this information to be captured are under consideration by the Police Information Technology Organisation (PITO).

